
 
 

Li Haiyan, Counselor for Economic Affairs, is the top economic and 

trade official at the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in 

Washington, DC, where he also holds the energy and climate 

change portfolio.  Mr. Li serves as chief representative in the U.S. 

of China’s influential National Development and Reform 

Commission (NDRC), which develops and implements economic, 

industrial and energy policy and reviews and approves major 

energy and infrastructure projects.  Before his Embassy posting, 

Mr. Li was Deputy Director of the NDRC’s Economic Reform 

Department, and he previously held several other positions in the 

Chinese government dealing with economic reform, foreign 

investment and international cooperation.  A graduate of Renmin 

University of China in Beijing , formerly People’s University, he is 

an economist and was a visiting scholar at the University of 

Michigan in 1984. 

 


